MEDICAL NEWS.
Lord Lister.
The graceful tributes paid by successive Governments to men distinguished in science and art afford welcome evidence of a generous desire, during the later years of Her Majesty's memorable reign, to recognise labours in these fields for the welfare of humanity. This tendency has been especially manifested in the recent elevation to the peerage of one beloved and revered by the whole scientific world ; and in offering our warm congratulations to Lord Lister, we only echo the universal feeling in saying that the honour which has been paid to him is one conferred through him upon the entire realm of medicine. The introduction of antiseptic surgery, like that of ansesthesia and vaccination, has been fraught with incalculable benefits to mankind, and has formed an epoch in the history of medicine. The revolution in surgical methods which it has effected, and the Avonderful results that have followed, form the best tribute to the genius and devotion of Lord Lister, and none else is needed to secure for him the grateful recognition of his fellow-men.
None the less, however, is it fitting that he should be called to a rank upon which he will shed a new lustre; and we in Scotland, where so much of his work was done, heartily rejoice in his elevation.
It is well-nigh twenty years since Lord Lister left Edinburgh, but time has only deepened the affection in which he was held by those who had the privilege of being associated with him. We earnestly hope it may be vouchsafed that he will long adorn the order to which he has been called, and are assured that his presence among the councils of the nation will give a fresh incentive to scientific endeavour.
